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Purpose/Premise 

This article discusses an update of a previous study of patients with metal-on-metal hip implants to 
determine any risk of cancer associated with the implants. 
 
Material and Methods 

The study covered 579 osteoarthritic patients who had undergone metal-on-metal THA between 
1967 and 1973. The patients were followed-up for up to 15 years. 
 
Outcomes 

There was no significant increase in the incidence of cancer among metal-on-metal patients than 
would be expected with any patient. 
 
Conclusion/Recommendation 

The authors concluded that long-term exposure to metal ions from metal-on-metal bearings does 
not significantly increase cancer risks among ordinary, elderly patients. 
 
More information about this article may be requested from your local Zimmer representative or by logging on 
to science.zimmer.com. 
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